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50TH YEAR.
PIONEER DAYS OF METHODISM

Interesting Sketch of the Life of
Joshua Bowman, Pioneer
Methodist Minister.

Among the early familles of Hoit
county was that of Joshua Howman, s
traveling preacher of the Methodist
church. He came to the countyin
1854, living In the Kunkel and Plerce
neighborhoods, e traveled the Ore-
gon circuit that year, and the next
was sent to Albany, Gentry county.
In 1856 he was agaln assigned to the
Oregon clrcult and settled here with
his family, where he continued to re-
wide, with the exception of two years,
(1800 7), durlng which he was sis-
tioned at Humansville In Central
Missourl, Returniog to Oregon In
i868, Mr. Bowman next traveled the
East 8t. Joseph clrcult under Presid.
ing Eider J. T. Hoyle. He moved
about 1460, to 8t. Deroln, Nebraska,
whiere lie labored two years: thence to

Grantville, K near Topeks,

OREGON,

seribers, and when he got his comple-
ment, sppointed the time and opened
the school. Webster's spelling book
and the New Testament were used as
textbooks.

“My parents were devout Chris
tisns, members of the Methodist Epis-
copal chiurch, and often took me with
them to preaching and clam meeting.
The family altar was never neglected,
and in old Methodist style & hymn al-
ways preceded the prayer. When
quite small, | recollect seeing Bishop
Asbury arrive at the eliurch In a car-
riage. Belng unable to walk, hie was
earried to a platform erected In the
grove, where Lie spoke to an eager
congrexation.

“During my youth 1 Iabored on the
farm, attending school In the winter,
il the fall of 1832, when 1 left the
old home and came west, 1 stopped
durlng the winter in Irdiana, and in
the spring came via St. Louls to
Southeastern Missourl. ‘“I'he next fall
I went back to my North Carollna
home and returned with my father
and his family to Missourl, settling In
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and thence, In 1877 to Colorado, where
wwo of his sons had preceded him.

Mr. Bowman began his career as a |

minister in Missourd In 1831, on the
Plattsburg and Liberty clrcults, He
was ordained an elder by Hishop
Ames In 1860, His travels Included
appointments in Platte, Clay, Clin-
ton, Huchanan, Gentry, Nodaway,
Holt, Atehilson, Jackson, Si. Clalr,
Polk and Cape Girardeau counties.
His last active work was at St De-
roin, Nebraska. During the war, ow-
ing to the persecution Lo which min-
Isters of his falth were subjected In
Missourl, and to-the generally dis-
turbed conditions, Mr.Bowman retired
from the regular ministry for a time
and lived quistly at Oregon with his
famlly.

Joshus Bowman was born In Burke
county, North Carolina, June 25,1813,
His earllest known ancestor was &
member of one of the London colonles
to Virginia. In his autoblography,
written about 1883, he says:

My great-grandfather settled on
the James river, near Richmond, My
grandfather (Edward) emigrated to
North Caroline, and settled on the
Catawba river in Burke county, and
engaged In farming and stockraising.
He had four sons, Marshall, Bher-
wood, Grover and Shepherd. The
Iast named and youngest was my fa-
ther. My uncles, Marshall and Sher-
wood, served in the War of the Revo-
lution, the latter golng blind by rea-
son of exposure. My father fell heir
to the old homestead, consisting of
nine hundred acres, situated on the
Catawba river.

“In those days school privileges
were very meagre. Little Interest
was taken In bullding nouses for the
somfort of teacher and pupll, The
first achoolhouse in our nelghborhood
was bullt of round logs, covered with
clapboards, snd was without jolats or
celling. The seats were formed of
slabs from the sawmill, and Instead of
deaks there was & long table of rough
boards, reaching across the room for
the use of those learning to write or
clpher. For light, Instead of win-
down, & log was cut out of the side of
the bullding, and for glass olled paper
was used. There were no trustees Lo
whom » teacher might go for employ-
ment. The teacher drew up an agree-
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| ance

Cape Girardeau county,

“The Influence of my early tralning
followed me. 1 united with the
chureh as a seeker and st & prayer
meeting in a mining town in Central
Missourl, after sincere repent-
and mueh  supplication, was
brought to light, lberty and happl
ness as & bellever In my Savior. 1 st
once resolved, as God might help me,
to do what 1 could to lead others to
repentance. While working for this
end, and serving as class leader and
steward, | was llcensed as an exhort-

“After my Introduction to chiurch
work, as above, 1 was, August 27,
1437, Jolned In marriage L0 Ellzabeth
Mirlam Spencer, who to her honor be
It sald, has bean 8 helpmeet Indeed
thirough all thess intervening years."

To the foregoing particulars of Mr.
Bowman's career one of his sons offers
the following tribute:

“Through heredity, and life on the
farm, In a salubrious climate, my fa-
ther was endowed with a vigorous
constitutiun, coupled with & nervous,
energetic temperament. The exigen-
cles of those Limes taught him self-
dependence. Farm life involved not
slone the planting of seed and follow-
ing the plow, but bullding housesand
barns, making and repairing Imple-
ments and generally the use of tools.
The handicraft thus acquired served
him well In later years. In Cape Gl-
rardeau county, Missourl, after leav-
ing his father's home, hLe bullt two
houses, felling the trees, hewing the
logs and riving the shingles with his
own hands; at Muscatine, Iows, he
erected & frame dwelling house; at
Oregon, Missourl, two, and In Colora-
do, twoione for & son and one for
himself, being then paat sixty-four

yoars of age. Hesldes these houses

many minor improvements were made
In each case, as fences and outbulld-
ings. [e also took up the trade of
wagon, carrlage and lmplement wood
worker, at which he labored before
entering regularly Into minlsterial
work, and after retiring therefrom,
His love of the soll never forsook
him, and always at the places where
he had & permanent dwelllng there
was & prosperousgarden. The secrets
of the soll were his, and whatever he
planted seemed to flourish,

“In disposition, father was unsus-
pecting and inclined to take his fel.

(Continued on page 8).
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FRIENDSHIP, LOVE AND TRUTH

District No. 17, Rebekah Degree
L0.0.F.. Held Anaual As-
sembly at Forest City.

The district assembly of the Re-
bekali branch of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, held Its annual
meeting at Forest City, on Friday, of
last week, April 16th. The district is
composed of the Hebekah lodges of
St Joseph, Ssvannal, Forest City,
and several other lodges In Andrew
and Buchanan countles, and these are
psesided ovar by a district president,
Mra. Winton, of St, Joseph, belng the
president, who presided durlng the
wesslon, In & very highly creditable
manner.

An earnest and sincere address of
welcome was dellvered by Mrs. Julls
Gifford, of Forest lodge, and the re-
sponse was delivered by Mrs. Pear)
Miller, of St. Joseph.

AL the afternoon session the rous
tine work of hearing reports from the
various lodges of the district, ele¢ticn
of oMeers, and a school of Instroetlon,

The sehool of Instruction wasin the
hands of the state president, M.
Oella Parker, of St. Louls, & woman
of extraordinary personality, and who
knows the work of the order In Its
every pliase

The assembly elected Its oMeers for
the new year whicl were

President, Mrs. May Krauss, of
Helena, Missourl.

Viee-President, M. Julla Gifford,
Forest City.

Warden, Mrs. N,
Agency.

Secretary, Miss Ida Blackburn, Ss-
vannah.

Treasurer, Miss Anna Newton, 8t
Joseph.

These newly alected ofMicers werse
installed at the evening sesslon,

The evening sesslon was principally
taken up by exemplification of the
Rebekali degree by the degree corps
from Eclipse lodge, of St. Josepli, and
was most dramatically presented, and
the story of the beautiful woman
characters handgd down by holy writ,
was told Impressively and each and
every part ably taken by the members
of the degree stall.

Splendid addresses were dellvered Ly
the state president, Mrs. Parker, who
told of her year's work now about to
come Lo & c¢lose: of the objects and
purposes of the order of Rebekal's,
and admonished the members of the
order to remaln steadfast to the cause
of Friendshilp, Love and Truth: to
visit the sick, relleve the distressed,
bury the dead and educate the or-
phans, She also made & strong appes!
in behalf of the manual training for
the orphan boys at the order's home
at Liberty, Missourl. Mrs. Parker Is
one of the most forceful and ¢loquent
speakers the writer has had the pleas-
ure of listening to In many years. She
has that happy facuity of wsaying
something all the time: knows when
she is through and stops.

Mrs. Melerhioffer, of 8t. Joseph, was
thie **wit and humor'’ of theassembly,
and belng & member of the board of
managers of the order's orphan's
home gave an Interesting account of
what was being done for the orphan
boys and girls, and exhibited specl-
mens of work done by the lttle ones
st the home. She kept the large
crowd In & hilarlous mood, from the
start to the finlsh of her address, and
it put her listeners in the right spirit
to enjoy thelr midnight luncheon.

Mrs. Katharine Winton, the dis-
triet president, also made an eloquent
scknowledgement of the uniform
courtesies and helpfulness sliown her
durlng her oficial term, and asked
the same help be given her successor.

Miss Cora Jones, In well chosen
words, and with much feeling pre-
sented President Parker with a liand-
some Jardineire, as a tnken of love
and appreciation held for her by the
sssembly. Mrs, Melerhoffer, presented
District President Mrs. Winton with
an elegant cut glass flower vase, and
her humor and wit In the presenta-
tion, kept the large audience In a
roar of laughter throughout her pre-
sentation. The reciplents responded
with clever speeches of scceptance.
It Is to be hoped the reciplents will
use thelr gifts for the purposes in-
tended by the makers; and that flow-
ers may ever ba bloomling In them.

Another lmpressive number of the
evening's program, was the beautiful
memorial service conducted by »
team that paid tribute to the mem-
ory of the dead of §t. Joseph Rebekah
!

W. Tadlock,

odges,

Mrs. Nellle Gartin, of 8t. Joseph,
gave & vocal solo, and on encore sang
Annle Laura, so aweetly and with so
much expression that we were sorry
that she could not have repeated and
repeated,

We regret that we did not get the

name of the gentieman from St. Jo-
sepli who gave an Instrumental solo
on & Lorn, that showed hifm to be &
master of his Instrument.

Forest Rebekah lodge was the host
on this ocension and nothing was left
undone to make the visit of the 150 or
200 lebekali's & happy snd enjoyable
one. U'nder the leadership of Mra
Mary M. Thornhill as Noble Grand
and ber corps of alds, they handled the
affair from the arrival to the depart-
ture of thelr guests with & most com-
mendable precision and systematic.

Tue dinner and midnight lunchison
was served In the elty hall, and it was
bountiful In every way and If any
guest went away with an empty
stomach 1t was thelr own fault, for
the good Itebekah's of Forest City
hisd It on the tables, and It was
served In most systematie order.

The lodge room was elaborately
decorated In the emblematic colors of
the order, pink and green,

All honor goos to Forest City Re-
bekali lodge for the royal entertain.
ment extended the 15th district as-
sembiy—they made good as they ever
do on such oceasions.

County Court.

e county court hias been spllcing-
In its April term, between that of
the county board of equalization, and
It managed to dispose of the follow.
Ing routine business:

George Gelvin was instructed to
transfer Floyd Hoke and Frank
Wright o the Buclisnan county jall.
They are prisoners awaiting the se-
tion of the elreuit court on the charge
of robbing frelght cars at Napler,
Mareh 23d.

The court cast up the vote for
county superintendent of schools and
found Mm. Aiberta Green-Murphy
recelved 090 votes and Earl Roek, nso.
Bl took Lhe oath of office and Mled
her bond In the sum ef 42,000,

The county clerk was Instructed to
glve notice to the bankers of the
county that the court would recelve
bids for the county deposits at the
May term, on Monday, May 3d.

The county clerk was Instructed to
prepare the annual exhilbit of recelpts
and expenditures and submit the
same Lo the court st its May term.

The sum of #1000 was ordered
tranaferred from the rosd and bridge
fund to the contingent fund.

The cost bill of coroner's Inquest in
the Nona lludson case, amounts
Ing to #4350, was tiled.

The sum of #1602 was appropriated
for grading and flling of road run-
ning north near the Ferguson place,
in the Union distriet, it belng under-
stood that parties Interested deposit
0 with the county treasurer, o
the credit of the road and bridge

fund. Charles Cowan was named
commissioner to superintend the
work.

Clreult Clerk Dunlism  tled cost
bills In the cases of State vs, Milile
Maer, amounting to K720

J. E. Hodgin, overseer of district,
30, F. L. Willlams, 24, Charles Hor-
necker, #4: A. Karnes, 20; tlled thelr
snnual reports.

The court named T Hoffmann over-
seer of district 34; Norman Horing, ot
district 15; Albert Kollmer, of dis
triet 74.

The court set aside its order made
st the March term, authorlzing the
issuance of s swamp land patent to
Bidney Eads.

Henry Armack deposited his check
for %0, donatlon on work done on
county bridge in his district, and the
same was placed to the credit of the
road and bridge fund,

—
In The Probate Court.

Judge Dungan held an adjourned

term of his court on the 12th Instant,
and disposed of some unfinished busi
ness,
The sum of #1600 In the Willlam
H. Watt's estate was ordered distrib-
uted to Mrs. Robert Glilis, the sole
legates.

An order of sale of the personsl
property of Annle E. Louden estate
was granted by Lhe court.

A linal settiement was mads In the
John M. Fluumaurice estate, and a dis-
tribution of 85,408 waas ordered to be
made to O, W. Mulien, guardian for
Mary Fltzmaurice, minor chiid,

An lfnpwprlntlon of 8250 was or-
dered from the W. J. Flelds' estate
for the erection of & monumaent.

An order of sale of the personal
property of the J. L, Itiffe estate was

by the court, Mr Riffe dled

'ebruary 20th, and at the time of his
death was st the head of & ware
firm In Mound City. Bince the order
of sale was we ratand that
W. L. Rifte, of bnlu. has purchased
his brother's Interest,

W. E. Stubbs, aa guardian of Cath-
erine Elkinhuns, will make final set-
tisment at the coming May term, his
ward arriving u:.l:cd! majority. e

The court. ref wrrm order
of administration in the thn m R,

izson estate, for want of suf.

ent personal property.

INTERESTING LETTERS.

Mra. Minnie H. Moore Writes En-
tertainingly of Her Trip
to California.

Through the kindness of M
Frank H. Graliam, we are permitted
to take the following Interesting ex-
tracts from letters written to her by
Mrs. Minnte I, Moore. descriptive of
her teip to California, and also de-
scriptions of that wonderful country
and Its varlous polnis of Interest,
There will be several of these ex:
tremely Interesting deseriptive letters:

“San Dlego, Caltfornia.

“This Is & pretty place and from
our spartments we have afine view of
the city, the bay and the ocean and
other points of Interest,

“We went to market this morning
And saw s0 many things to tempt the
appetite, | wanted to buy everything
1 saw.

“The It. R, company take pains to
put the tourist ears through on the
most scenie parts of the road and send
& tourlst agent along who looks after
the welfare of the passengers and
points out the placesof interest along
the way.

“It happened that one of Dr. 1. L
Minton's daughiters, who married »
Salles, was on her way from Fortes
cue back to Los Angeles, after a two
months' visit in Missourl. Her berth
was just across the aisle from mine
s0 we got real chivmmy. 1 teled to
help hiee with her two ehilidren on the
way -two boys, two and four years
oud, respectively,

“As 1o the scensry, I only wish |
could make you see and feel what 1
saw and felt as we passed from one
natural wonder to snother,

“There was nothing of particular
unusual sight seeing in Nebrasks, ex-
cept & drove of several hundred white
kids and goats belng driven to mar
ket or some shipping point. It was
the tirst | ever saw, We got to Den.
ver, Thursday morning, at 750, and
were 1old to put our watelies back one
hour, As we had & little over an
hour there 1 went Lo the walting room
of the station and sent & telegram to
Kathieen to let her know 1 was on
thie way. It was elght o'clock when
I sent the telegram and when | got
Lere Nobert told me they got
it before 1| sent It, for It reached
thiem at 725 that morning. We had
Lo put our watches back anothier hour
at Ogden, U'tal, 50 we are two lours
beliind you In time. 1t seems strange
to think that whille It Is now ten
oelock poom. here It bs midnight at
liome snd you are probably all sleep
ing soundly—or at least should be.

“We trled toget up an autooioblle
party at Denver andgput In the hour
slghit-seeing, but could not get encugh
to pay for the trip, so | put in the
time writing to Grabam, | had seen
I'enver before any way so | didn't
care,

“Thursday afternoon we passed
through the Grand Canon of the Ark-
ansas and the Roysl Gorge which was
beautiful and aweinspiring beyond
description.

SAsourtrain swept along.the narrow
ledge at the fool of the gorge sway-
Ing snd sawinging from side to side
and winding sround the numerous
curves, the double engine seemed to
me & great tralned monster LHat was
trying to show off and boast of the
many beauties it hadjin store for us.
It was ralning part of the way
through, althougl the sun shone, and
the raln drops sparkled and took on
the rainbow colors as though trylng
to imitate or reflect the varl-colored
strata of rock that loomed half & mile
above our heads, while the water at
our feet foamed and rolled and tum-
bled over the smaller rocks In alter-
nate cascades and water-falls,

v As we emerged from the yorge the
view presented a continuous pleture
of canons, river and mountain ranges
lapping and over-lapping each other
until in the distance they were over-
topped by a snow-capped range that
mingled with the clouds which seemed
to plle up In imitation of them until
one could hardly tell where moun-
tains left off and clouds begun. Then
we would be carried to the summit
of some mountain and be surrounded
by clouds with an occasional glimpse
of a deep chasm below—or perhaps &
besutiful valley. It was a scene of
continual variety and contrast.

“Thursday nlght we passed over Ten-
nessee Pass (the highest point) and
many other beautiful and Interesting
scenes which we had to miss on ac-
count of darkness. The sititude kept
my head roaring and my nerves quiv-
ering all night long and kept me from
sleeping, but the alr was bracing to
my lungs. We also passed over the
Colorado desert the after part of the

night snd when day light (Friday

— ]
morning) came we entered the Utah
desert, and though there were moun-
tains and platns—how different was
the scene from the day before. The
Wasateh range stands out agsinstthe
sky In thelr awful nakedness and pe-
cullar formation and reminded one of
pallsades and anclent ruins, while In
the basin Isdeep cuts and clefininthe
earthalternating with great upheavals
of earth that look like nature had
started to work her own roadways or
portions of the earthi’s surface snd
then purposely left It for man to fin.
Ish and reciaim, 1t was awful In its
barrenness and desolation. But by
afternoon we Liad entered the beautls
ful fertile valley of Utali which was
such & cheerful contrast with ita rive
ers and lakes and numarous Lombardy
poplars, its signs of 1ife, agricultursl
pursuits and other Industries. By the
way, one of the Interesting sighis 1
saw was & whole mountaln side cov-
ered with sheep,

“Late In the afternoon we passed
through Salt Lake City, but was only
there for & short thme, We could see
the Temple, Taberhacle and State
Capltol from our tealn, but couldn't
et very muoch of an impression of the
elty. We got Into Ogden In time for
supper. 'assed over great Salt Lake
by moonlight whieh took two or
three hiours. We crossed Nevada that
night., Saturday morning we entered
Californla. It seemed to me she
greeted us with the falrest skles, the
brighitest Nowers and the most beau-
tiful streams | ever saw. All morn-
Ing we were o the summit of the
pine covered Slerras, and the only
thing that marred the beauty of the
seene was hiaving to go through forty-
two miles of snow sheds that shut
off so much of the beautiful scenery
that when we did cateh o gllmpse
through them It was only to tantal-
lze us and make us realize the beau-
Lies we were missing.

"*"Wereached Sacramentolnthealler-
noon and Oakland just after dark. In
order to get to Oakland we lind to
eross & strall on & ferry boat which
Is sald to be the largest thing of lts
kind In the world, 1t will carry two
trains twenty-four cosches long, Our
train hind fourteen coaclies.

“Sunday we followed the ocean nesr-
Iy all day. | lost my Interest In the
mountains for the time belng In my
fascination of the sea. It was so
beautiful, shimmering and sparkiing
In the sunlighit as it stretehed away
to the horlzon, whille nearer the wa-
ter's edge the great waves cliased
each other to the shore as though In
great sport. | never could tire watel-
ing It

We passed through San Jose wlhere
Ina lives, Saturday night, and Santa
larbars, Sunday, where Nettle did
MUve untdl this summer. (The Ina
and Nettle mentloned were formerly
Miss Ina and Miss Nettle Nies, of
this eity). One gets & tine Impression
of all Callfornia towns because every
way you look therels well kept homes,
beautiful Nowers and tropleal plants.
It certainly Is o land of beauty. |saw
groves of orange Lroes Langing heavy
with golden frult, besutiful stately
palms, climbing roses, great plants of
geranfums, hellotrope, lantana, calls
Iilles In sbundance, and the the tall
creamy pampas plumes waving
on every side: and as a Htting and
beautiful ¢llmax to my journey, about
the last thing | saw from the train
before | reachied San Diego was the
sun dropplng Into the ocean In all Its
golden glory.

“1 have seen %0 much that was new
and such & varlety of things In such &
comparatively short time that | can
hardly realize that it was only a week
ago since | left home, and | have
seen so many forelgners that 1 could
easily imagine that I'vebeento Europe.,

1 wish you might Liglp us ¢at some
of the dellclous strawberrles we have
to eal as well a8 other good things
thiat are outl of season al home—such
&8 green corn, Lomatoes, green beans,
in fect everything In the frult and
vegetable line.

1 live seen & hydro-plane and an
seroplane fly over the ety since 1've
been here. They have an aviatlon
field here and one can see the ma-
chines tylng slmost every day. It
rained here today—just a gentie sum-
mer raln that was delightfully re-
freshing.

] certalnly appreciate the privilege
of seelng so many wonderful things
that 1 never expected to see and only
wish that you all might have the
same pleasure. 1 saw many evidences
of the wonders that man can perform
in the way of bulldings, mines, smel-
ters, oll wells, submarine oll wells,
fHumes, Irrigating ditches, tunnels,
eto., snd I pay my respects to him as
a wonder-worker, but they are nothing
compared Lo the vastness, Immensity
and awe-inspiring wonders of nature

made her Hand rules
N tarvane. O Lovingir,
Moo
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